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June 2006 
 
Weather 
I thought after last month that perhaps the extended drought was coming to an end but how wrong can you 
be.  Just 7mm of rain fell in my Benson garden during July.  That amounts to 13% of the long term average 
for the month of July.  The total for the year is now only 78% of the average for the first six months of the 
year.  The wettest day was the 26th with just 2.1mm of rain. 
 
Minimum temperatures were above average for most of the month with only six isolated readings (mainly at 
the beginning of the month) below the average.  The lowest temperature recorded (3°C) occurred on the 
night of the 1st/2nd.  Maximum temperatures were above average throughout most of the month with two 
short periods when they fell to around the average. 
 
Birds 
As normal at this time of the year all was quiet on the bird front with little to report.  It is always nice to see 
the Swallows and House Martins flying low over the water and dipping down to drink on the wing.  Towards 
the end of June a few Swallows were seen settled on the bed just below the centre collecting mud to 
reinforce their nests.  I have seen House Martins doing this but not Swallows.  Whilst watching these, two 
Goldfinches dropped in to drink and a female Yellow Wagtail was seen bathing. 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Butterflies 
My Ewelme list has reached 17 with most of the common species on display.  June saw the addition of Large 

Skipper, Green Veined White, Red Admiral, Speckled Wood 
(phot), Meadow Brown, Ringlet (phot) and Small Heath to my 
list.  Still awaiting Gatekeeper, Marbled White and Small 
Skipper of the common 
species.  I must check with 
Des as I expect he has seen 
more than I have. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Etc 
Des has now completed his Water Vole survey and reports extremely low numbers – a bit of a mystery as 
there has been no evidence of Mink – the usual culprit.  The very low stream flow may have some bearing on 
the situation but it has benefited other species.  I usually tell visitors that we get no Toads, Frogs and Newts 
and very few Dragonflies and Damselflies because of the cool fast moving water.  This year the Dragonflies 
have arrived in some numbers.  I watched a male Broad Bodied Chaser hunting over the lower end of the 
beds.  It was joined by a female who was obviously unresponsive as she soon passed by.  However a second 
female appeared and they spent some time together and she was later seen egg laying in the quieter shallows 
of the beds.  Further up the beds near the Mill Weir an Emperor Dragonfly was busily hawking over the 
water.  It suddenly shot off downstream in pursuit of, what I thought at the time was a butterfly.  However it 
re-appeared with a female and the two of them settled on a nearby bramble to do what birds and bees tend to 
do at this time of the year. 
 

 
It is a superb time of the year for wild flowers with some beauties on display.  The Ragged Robin seems go 
from strength to strength but, unfortunately the Common Spotted Orchid has not put in an appearance.  It is 
probably too late now but you never know.  Just a few to whet your appetite:- Top row - Ragged Robin, Dog 
Rose and a Red x White Campion Hybrid (Pink Campion?).  Bottom row – Common Comfrey, Bittersweet 
(POISENESS) and Common Water Crowfoot. 

 


